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Grade 5 ELA  

Spring 2017 Item Release  

Content Summary and Answer Key  

Question 

No. 

Item  

Type 

Content  

Strand 

Content  

Standard  
Answer 

Key  
Points 

1 
Multiple 

Choice  

Key Ideas and 

Det ails 

Quote accurately from a text 

when explaining what the text 

says explicitly and when 

drawing inferences from the 

text.  

C 1 point  

2 

Multi -

Select 

Item  

Key Ideas and 

Details  

Quote accurately from a text 

when explaining what the text 

says explicitly and w hen 

drawing inferences from the 

text.  

D, E 1 point  

3 

Multi -

Select 

Item  

Key Ideas and 

Details  

Determine two or more main 

ideas of a text and explain how 

they are supported by key 

details; summarize the text.  

C, E 1 point  

4 
Multiple 

Choice  

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of 

general academic and 

domain -specific words and 

phrases in a text relevant to a 

grade 5 topic or subject area.  

A 1 point  

5 
Multiple 

Choice  
Vocabulary  

Determine or clarify the 

meaning of unknown and 

multiple -meaning words and 

ph rases based on grade 5 

reading and content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of 

strategies.  

C 1 point  
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Grade 5 ELA 

Spring 2017 Item Release  

Content Summary and Answer Key  

Question 

No. 

Item  

Type 

Content  

Strand 

Content  

Standard  
Answer 

Key  
Points 

6 
Multiple 

Choice  

Key Ideas and 

Details  

Explain the relationships or 

interactions between two or 

more individuals, events, ideas, 

or concepts in a historical, 

scientific, or technical text based 

on specific information in the 

text.  

D 1 point  

7 
Multiple 

Choice  

Craft a nd 

Structure  

Compare and contrast the 

overall structure (e.g., 

chronology, comparison, 

cause/effect, problem/solution) 

of events, ideas, concepts, or 

information in two or more texts.  

C 1 point  

8 
Extended 

Response 
Expository 

Write informative/explanatory 

texts to examine a topic and 

convey ideas and information 

clearly.  

--- 10 points  
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Stimulus for Questions 1 ð 8 
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Stimulus for Questions 1 ð 8 
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Question 1 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 





7 
  

Scoring Guidelines  

Rationale for Option A : This is incorrect. This sentence refers to an aspect of 

early cultures, not a pr oblem with sundials.  

 

Rationale for Option B : This is incorrect. This sentence shows the need of early 

cultures for rough diurnal and  seasonal timekeeping; sundials were created 

when more precise timekeeping was needed.  

 

Rationale for Option C : Key  ð Parag raph 4 states that sundials weren't perfect 

because ò[a]t night, o r on cloudy daysó they couldn't be used.  

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. This refers to water or burning clocks, 

not sundials. Sundials did show elapsed time during sunlight hour s. 

 

Sample Response: 1 point  
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Question 2 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines  
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Scoring Guidelines  

Rationale for First Option : This is incorrect. Although this detail might fit with the 

idea that clocks were unnecessary, people started to care about time once 

cities grew ñthen, òthe old clocks were no longer good enoughó because 

they were inaccurate, unshared and faulty.  

 

Rationale f or Second Option : This is incorrect. Although this detail might fit with 

the idea that clocks were not good enough if people needed to keep track of 

longer periods of time, people started to care about time once cities grew ñ

then, òthe old clocks were no longer good enoughó because they were 

inaccurate, unshared and faulty.  

 

Rationale for Third Option : This is incorrect. Although this suggests that the listed 

clocks were the ones replacing those that òwere no longer good enoughó, it is 

actually the shadow cl ocks, candle clocks, oil lamp clocks, incense clocks 

and water clocks that òwere no longer good enoughó because people 

òneeded to be in the same place at the same timeó to travel and trade in 

cities.  

 

Rationale for Fourth Option : Key  ð This detail shows wh y clocks only worked to 

show one type of time telling (the passing of time), which was not helpful for 

people who were not in the same place using the same tools.  

 

Rationale for Fifth Option : Key  ð Once people òneeded to be in the same 

place at the same ti meó to travel and trade in cities , old clocks were òno 

longer good enough ó. 
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Question 2 

 

Sample Responses  
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Sample Respons e: 0 points  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring  

 

This response receives no credit (0 points).  Option D i s 

correctly identified as an explanation ; however, Option B 

does not explain why the old clocks were no longer useful. In 

order t o receive credit for this item, both Options D and E 

must be selected.  
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Question 3 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines  
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Question 3 

 

Sample Responses  
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Sample Response: 0 points  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring  

 

This response receives no credit (0 points) . Option C is 

correctly identified as a main i dea ; however , Option D is a 

detail from Passage 1 rather than a main idea. In order t o 

receive credit  for this item , both Options C and E must be 

selected as the main ideas of the passage.  
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Question 4 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines  
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Scoring Guidelines  

Rationale for Option A : Key  ð This is the meaning of "revolving" intended here.  

 

Rationale for Option B : This is incorrect. While this is a meaning of "revolving" , it 

is not the meaning intended here.  

 

Rationale for Option C : This is incorrect. While this is indicated by the earth 

always being in motion, it does not mean "revolving" . 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While this is indicated by the earth 

"turning on its axis" , it does not mean "revolving" . 

 

Sample Respo nse: 1 point  
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Question 5 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines  
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Scoring Guidelines  

Rationale for Option A : This is incorrect. Although the word òsustainó can mean 

òpreserveó, in some cases the w ord òsustainó means òsufferó or òexperienceó, 

which is evident from the context clues in the sentence.  

 

Rationale for Option B : This is incorrect. Although the word òsustainó can mean 

òproveó, in some cases the w ord òsustainó means òsufferó or òexperienceó, 

which is evident from the context clues in the sentence.  

 

Rationale for Option C : Key  ð The word òsustainó means òsufferó, which is 

evident from the context clues in the sentence.  

 

Rationale  for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the word òsustainó can mean 

òsupportó, in some cases the w ord òsustainó means òsufferó or òexperienceó, 

which is evident from the context clues in the sentence.  

 

Sample Response: 1 point  
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Question 6 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines  
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Scoring Guidelines  

Rationale for Option A : This is incorrect. Passage 2 mentions the relationship 

between  the earth revolving and its  orbit around the sun, but it does not 

discuss marking the seasons with it.  

 

Rationale for Option B : This is incorrect. Passage 2 does not suggest that 

sundials were used to determine direction.  

 

Rationale for Option C : This is incorrect. Passage 2 does not explain how the 

first clocks were developed.  

 

Rationale for Option D: Key  ð Passage 2 explains that the first sundials that 

were accurate took in to account the curvature of the earth when measuring 

shadows.  

 

Sample Response: 1  point  
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Question 7 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines  
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Scoring Guidelines  

Rationale for Option A : This is incorrect. Passage 1 is not structured around an 

explanation. Passage 2 does not follow a problem/solution structure.  

 

Rationale for Option B : This is incorrect. Passage 1 describes different methods 

but is not structured as comp arison/contrast of the methods. Passage 2 is not  

structured this way.  

 

Rationale for Option C : Key  ð Passage 1 discusses time keeping in a rough 

chronological fashio n. Passage 2 provides steps for estimating time using the 

sun. 

 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Passage 1 introduces a problem, but it 

does not structure the passage a round problem/solution. Passage 2 does not 

follow a cause/effect structure.  

 

Sample Response: 1 point  
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Question 8 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines  
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Score Points Earned by Dimension  

Score Point(s) 

Earned  

Purpose, Focus, 

and Organization  

Evidence and 

Elaboration  

Conventions of 

Standard English  

4 1.11% 0.97% N/A  

3 11.73% 7.1% N/A  

2 49.53% 44.99% 67.22% 

1 29.87% 38.66% 27.98% 

0 7.76% 8.28% 4.8% 

 

Total Score Points Earned  

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

4.33% 2.18% 2.56% 16.89% 13.24% 13.65% 34.05% 5.56% 6.39% 0.22% 0.93% 

 

 

 

 

 

Points Possible: 10 

 

Content Strand: Expository  

 

Content Standard : Write informative/explanator y texts to examine a 

topic and convey ideas and information clearly.  
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