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Content Summary and Answer Key 

Question 

No. 

Item 

Type 

Content 

Strand 

Content 

Standard 

Answer 

Key 
Points 

1 
Multiple 

Choice 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Describe in depth a 

character, setting, or event in 

a story or drama, drawing on 

specific details in the text 

(e.g., a character’s thoughts, 

words, or actions). 

A 1 point 

2 
Multiple 

Choice 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, including 

those that allude to 

significant characters found 

in mythology (e.g., 

Herculean). 

C 1 point 

3 
Multiple 

Choice 
Vocabulary 

Determine or clarify the 

meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grade 4 

reading and content, 

choosing flexibly from a 

range of strategies. 

C 1 point 

4 

Evidence-

Based 

Selected 

Response 

Craft and 

Structure 

Determine the meaning of 

words and phrases as they 

are used in a text, including 

those that allude to 

significant characters found 

in mythology (e.g., 

Herculean). 

C; 

A 
1 point 

5 
Hot Text 

Item 

Key Ideas and 

Details 

Refer to details and 

examples in a text when 

explaining what the text says 

explicitly and when drawing 

inferences from the text. 

--- 1 point 
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Stimulus for Questions 1 – 5 
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Stimulus for Questions 1 – 5 
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1226 
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Question 1 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 1 

24239 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: Key – Paragraphs 4 and 7 describe where the old 

woman lived when Zhao first encountered her. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. This is where the old woman makes the 

soup for the Emperor for the second time, not the first. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. This is the location to which the old 

woman travels so that she can make the soup for the Emperor the second 

time, not the first. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. There is no mention of a busy town in 

the passage. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in 

a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text (e.g., a 

character’s thoughts, words, or actions). 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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Spring 2016 Item Release 

Question 2 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 2 

24242 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. This option is plausible, but it is a literal 

interpretation of the idiom and does not fully express what the Emperor did to 

his enemies. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Some readers might think that the 

Emperor “made up” with—or forgave—his enemies, but that is not what the 

phrase “swept away” means in this context. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – The idiom “swept away” is a figurative way of 

saying the Emperor had defeated his enemies. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Since it happened so long ago, a 

reader might think the Emperor had forgotten his enemies, but this is not the 

meaning of the phrase. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant 

characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean). 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 3 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 3 

24241 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. It may seem like the kitchen is full with 

all the cooks coming through, but the word “exhausted” refers to the supply of 

cooks, not how crowded the kitchens are. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Although “tired” is one meaning of the 

word “exhausted”, this option does not fit within the context of the paragraph. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – “Exhausted” in this case means that there were 

no more cooks to try out; the supply of cooks was all used up. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although the cooks may seem 

worthless because they failed to cook a soup the Emperor approved of, this is 

not a possible meaning for the word “exhausted”. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Vocabulary 

Content Standard: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 4 reading and 

content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 4 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 4 

24253 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as 

they are used in a text, including those that allude to significant 

characters found in mythology (e.g., Herculean). 
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Scoring Guidelines 

Part A 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. While the Emperor was certainly 

hungry that day, context does not suggest that this is the meaning of the word 

“merely”. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. While students may choose this option 

if they understand that the statement implies transformation, this phrase 

means the opposite of “merely” in this context. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – The word “merely” is being used to suggest that 

Zhao Kuangyin was a lesser person than the Emperor, which is clear from 

context. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option if they 

misunderstand the relationship between Zhao Kuangyin and the Emperor. 

Part B 

Rationale for Option A: Key – The sentence as a whole suggests that Zhao 

Kuangyin and the Emperor are essentially two different people. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Paired with option D above. Students 

may select this option if they misunderstand the relationship between Zhao 

Kuangyin and the Emperor. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Paired with option B above. Students 

may select this option if they believe that the soup was directly responsible for 

the Emperor’s growth. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. While the Emperor is no longer as 

hungry as he used to be, his loss of appetite is not the same as not feeling 

hunger at all. Students may misunderstand this detail of the story. 
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Question 4 

 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives full credit (1 point) because the student 

selected the correct answer in both Part A and Part B.  
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because Part A is 

correct, but Part B is incorrect. To receive credit for this item, 

both Part A and Part B must be correct. The student may be 

able to identify a definition, but may not understand how to 

support that definition with information from the text. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because Part A is 

incorrect, but Part B is correct. To receive credit for this item, 

both Part A and Part B must be correct. 
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Question 5 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 5 

24271 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

 Selection of “his trembling hands,” (1 point);

OR

 Selection of “When he had gulped that down,” (1 point).

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Refer to details and examples in a text when 

explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 

from the text. 
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Question 5 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives full credit (1 point) because the phrase 

“his trembling hands,” was selected. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives full credit (1 point) because the phrase 

“When he had gulped that down,” was selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

 This response receives no credit (0 points) because “‘Good 

grandmother…,’ Zhao croaked.” has been selected and is 

incorrect. To receive credit for this item, the phrase “his 

trembling hands,” or “When he had gulped that down,” must 

be selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because “and 

without a word, dished up a bowl full of the bubbling stew” 

has been selected and is incorrect. To receive credit for this 

item, the phrase “his trembling hands,” or “When he had 

gulped that down,” must be selected. 
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Stimulus for Questions 6 – 10 
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Stimulus for Questions 6 – 10 



35 

1233 
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Grade 4  

English Language Arts 

Spring 2016 Item Release 

Question 6 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 6 

24259 

Scoring Guidelines 

For this item, a full-credit response includes: 

 Selection of “And like most farm boys, Robert and John were probably

expected to become farmers when they grew up.” (1 point).

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 

Content Standard: Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence 

to support particular points in a text. 
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Grade 4 

English Language Arts 

Spring 2016 Item Release 

Question 6 

Sample Responses 
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Sample Response: 1 point 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives full credit (1 point) because the correct 

answer, “And like most farm boys, Robert and John were 

probably expected to become farmers when they grew up.” 

has been selected. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

Notes on Scoring 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 

selected sentence does not support the idea that John 

Newbery’s family thought he would end up with the same job 

as his father. 
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Sample Response: 0 points 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Notes on Scoring 

 

This response receives no credit (0 points) because the 

selected sentence does not support the idea that John 

Newbery’s family thought he would end up with the same job 

as his father. 
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Question 7 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 7 

24257 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although many old farm houses might 

be torn down, this idea is not supported by details in the passage. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. The passage mentions that Ford had a 

workshop in the house, but the house did not become Ford’s workshop. 

Rationale for Option C: Key – Ford states that he still owns the house and farm. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although Ford’s childhood home was 

a farm house, he writes that he still owns the house, not that he sold it to other 

farmers. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Refer to details and examples in a text when 

explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 

from the text. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 8 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 



48 

Question 8 

24256 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: Key – Ford refers to this information as a legend. 

Rationale for Option B: This is incorrect. Ford reports this as accurate 

information about his childhood. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Ford reports this as accurate 

information about his childhood. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Ford reports this as accurate 

information about his childhood. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Refer to details and examples in a text when 

explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 

from the text. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 9 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 9 

24260 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 

because the sentence mentions too much work, which could be seen as 

negative. 

Rationale for Option B: Key – This is the meaning of the word “recollection”. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option if they 

interpret “earliest” as referring to newness. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Students may choose this option 

because the sentence mentions the amount of work on his farm. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Craft and Structure 

Content Standard: Determine the meaning of general academic 

and domain-specific words or phrases in a text relevant to a grade 4 

topic or subject area. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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Question 10 

 

Question and Scoring Guidelines 
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Question 10 

24262 

Scoring Guidelines 

Rationale for Option A: This is incorrect. Although students may think that 

treasures are worth money, Ford is not commenting on the monetary value of 

the tools. 

Rationale for Option B: Key – By calling the tools “a treasure”, Ford is 

commenting on how valuable they are to him. 

Rationale for Option C: This is incorrect. Although Ford lives on a farm, he does 

not comment on the value of the tools for farm work. 

Rationale for Option D: This is incorrect. Although treasures can be difficult to 

find, this is not the meaning of the term as Ford uses it. 

Points Possible: 1 

Content Strand: Key Ideas and Details 

Content Standard: Refer to details and examples in a text when 

explaining what the text says explicitly and when drawing inferences 

from the text. 
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Sample Response: 1 point 
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